Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed Services (CHAMPUS); mental health services--DoD. Final rule.
This final rule is to reform CHAMPUS quality of care standards and reimbursement methods for inpatient mental health services. The rule updates existing standards for residential treatment centers (RTCs) and establishes new standards for approval as CHAMPUS-authorized providers for substance use disorder rehabilitation facilities (SUDRFs) and partial hospitalization programs (PHPs); implements recommendations of the Comptroller General of the United States that DoD establish cost-based reimbursement methods for psychiatric hospitals and residential treatment facilities; adopts another Comptroller General recommendation that DoD remove the current incentive for the use of inpatient mental health care; and eliminates payments to residential treatment centers for days in which the patient is on a leave of absence.